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Royal Society in London. 


HERE are great Secrets in NATURE 

that the Reaſon of Man is capable of diſ- 
ming; and thoſe who have employ'd themſelves 
Natural Science, can admire at ſome Things 
raordinary, which paſs the Notice of the Ig- 


Irant. 


YO U have made ſuch Improvements this way, 


at I conceive there are few Natural Myſteries 


at have come under Your Notice, requiring 
our Penetration, but what have been ſo pryed 
to by Your well improv'd Judgments, that the 
oubts attending them have been quite diſſolved. 
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herefore, as the Streaming Lights, and Motions, 9 
„in the Air, have appeared, at Times, up- 


wards 


i DEDICATION 


Wards of Twenty Years, I cannot doubt but 80 
of Vou have made divers Obſervations and Re 


. 
marks thereon, © a 


I preſent the following Rx ASON' more particu 
larly to You, becauſe I think You the propere 
Judges of my Arguments ; and I take the great 
Freedom to do it, being aflured, that if m 
Reaſons be not worth Your Notice, yet the Subjeq 


deſerves Your Conſideration. 


Nov, that the ALMIGH TY may increaſe an 


ſanctify Your Knowledge, is the Prayer of 


Your Chriſtian Friend, 


THE 


p 8 Infidelity abounds, and ſome 3 þ po 


from believing Revelation, and the Miracles 


mob hath ſbewed in former Ages, that they queſtion 
bjec pbether the viſible World was pur poſely formed by the 


\LMEGHTY ; or, at leaſt, whether His particular 
Providence does attend the Inlabitants of the Earth; 
ma fo live in Defiance of His revealed Laws: And 
1s-1n theſe Days it hath pleaſed Gop to fhew extraor- 
r anrnary Tokens in the Firmament, and repeated then 
everal Times, to the Aſtoniſhment of Thouſands, which 
ght be ſufficient to awake theje filthy Dreamers, were 
they not almoſt in a dead Sleep; I think it my place, for 
want of its being done by a better Hand, to publiſh juch 


Arguments as lo me appear demonſtrable, that theſe 


Signs in our Hemiſphere are beyond the ordinary Power 
if Nature. | | 4 


And becauſe theſe Unbelievers are ſo unhappy as to 


think, they have ſtronger Underſlandings, and better 


Ways of Thinking, than thoſe that fear Gon and keep 


His Commandments, I think this Subjeff the fitteſt if 


any I know to treat of, as anoutward Means, to con- 
vince them of their Infidelity ; feeing they don't believe 
Je Scriptures, but require Arguments evident lo them- 
tives by a plain Demonſtration. But 


PREFACE 


vi The PREFACE 


But now, if ſome religious People think I take ty, 
much pains in obſerving and reaſoning about theſe Sign 
becauſe the LoRD ſays to the Houſe of Iſrael, Jer. 
21. Be not diſmayed, like the Heathen, at thi 
Signs of Heaven: I anfwet;, Tis not the Remarkin 
of wonderful Signs that is here forbidden, but to fl, In 
diſinc qed at them, as the Heathen were, «who wor I ua. 
ſhipped falje gods: For the Signs of a ſuperior Pawerlffl,;+en 
declared the Inſufficiency of the gods in whom they 
trufted, and therefore muſt needs terrify or dijmay..iti 
them : Wherefore the Iſraelites were forbidden to learn 
their Ways, that they might have no Cauſe to be diſ 
mayed at the Manifeſtations of a DIvIxE Pows 
But it is highly rational to think, that all ſuch Thing 
are ſent to be ſeen, obſerved, and conſidered, otherwiſe 
our LorD JtsuUs CHRIST would hardly have foretoll 
As that they ſhould come, as he has done in Luke xxi, 
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I don't meddle with the particular Interpretation if 
theſe Signs, only eſteem them a Warning to theſe Parti 
of the World, to excite all to fear Gon, and give Glory 
to His Name, and conſider that He holds the Balance 
V Power for all Nations. 

Tf any ene ſhould object, That if theſe Signs were 
for a Warning to the World, Gop would cauſe us; 
to know their Signification. 


I anſwer, I ever was the Way of Gon to appear 
but in part, eſpecially by way of Warning; but if ut 
can diſcover enough to know He appears, then 'tis our 
Daty to feek to Him for the Meaning. Thus Pharoah 
tas ght for the Interpretation of his Dreams, which 
rade extraordinary Impreſſion on his Mind; and they 
were made manifeſt to be from Gop, Nebuchanezar, 
| being 


The PREFACE vii 
ving touched by the Finger of God in a Dream, could 


ut reſt without ſeeking for the Meaning, though it was 
j imperfect that he could not tell what the Dream was z 


= by carneft Application in the Uſe of Means, Gon 
Ws pleafed to follow the firſt Impreſſion, not only with 


mn Interpretation, but alſo an undoubted Evidence that 


vas rigbt, ſeeing the Dream it ſelf, that he had for- 


uten, was repeated by the Interpreter. And Bel- 
hazer, ſurpriſed by the Fingers. of a Man's Hand 
riting upon the Wall, though he could not read what 
was, nor his wiſe Men about him; yet believing it 
wrtainly to have a Signification, uſed all Means poſſi- 


Wl: to come to the Knowledge of it, which he obtained. 


Ind what can we learn by theſe Records of Holy Scrip- 
re, but that Go is to be ſought to for a perfect Diſe 
wery of what He may be pleaſed to ſhew us but in 
art ? Jis enough then that wwe know Gop calls, or 
hat He diſcovers His Hand in a ſupernatural Way, 
nale us be ſtill, and know that He is Gop, and 
will be fought to for the Meaning of His Tokens. 


For my part, T1 ſhall be ſufficiently ſatisfied for my 

abour, if I only make it plainly appear, that the 

inger of Go is, in an extraordinary Manner, in 
eſe therial Signs: That being my only Aim at this 
Time, to the Ends above-mentioned. 
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Mathematical Reaſons, 


SHEWING 


That the Streaming Lights, &c. 
Are SUPERNATURAL, 


— 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


Conceive it quite needleſs here, to draw any 
| Figure or Scheme of theſe Lights and Streams, 
which, conſidering their Motion and Colours, 
would be abſurd to attempt: For all People that 
id not ſhut their Eyes when they appear'd, muſt 
de better ſenſible of the Manner of them, than 
rhat another Perſon can poſſibly deſcribe by any 
Means. And if we have not had continued Views 
thereof, ſeveral Times, for a long while at a Time, 
ve might have had; and might have made man 
Obſervations about them: And, I conclude, People 
In general have had theſe Opportunities, one Time 
Ir other, ſeeing they have frequently appeared Two 
or Three and Twenty Years: Therefore I ſhall ſay 


o more of them than my Regſons produce, which 
Ire as follows. | 


I. Though theſe Streams and Motions have ge- 
erally appeared when the Icon was near the 
hange, and after the Cloſe of the Twilight; yet the 
Light attending their Appearance has been little in- 
terior 


3 
ferior to that of the Moon, when the Luſtre of her Dee 


Face is veil'd ; which is a ſufficient Reaſon to con- ther 
_ clude them quite extraordinary. hin 


But if any Body object, That though it ſeems ex- 


traordinary, yet it may have à Second Cauſe, by way 
of Reflection from the Sun. 


I anſwer : That ſuch a Reflection A be made 
upon ſomething : But ſomething over-ſpreading the 
Hemiſphere, at ſuch a Diſtance from the Earth, 2 
to receive the Light of the Sun, muſt be as marvel 
lous to the Judicious, as a ſupernatural Light other 
Ways. 


* Orifitis e That the Light may Groth 
From a miſty Subſtance in the Air, that has ſomethin 
'of the Quality of moiſt rotten Wood, and ſome tle 
Things that ſhine in the Dark. 


Admitting ſuch a Thing as a Second Cauſe pr. 
ducing Light, to attract our Eyes to the Firmament 
that we might look upon the other remarkable Cir 
cumſtances or Attendants ; it would yet be an equ: 
Wonder. If there were nothing but Light, thi 
Objection might bear ſome weight; but as there a 
more remarkable Matters to behold, let the Ligh 
come by what means ſoever at ſuch a Time, it 1 
*remarkable, that it ſeems to appear for that En 
Therefore, till ſome rational Contradiction be plain 
produced, which I believe will never be, I ſhall fal 
Leave to aſſert, That we ought to eſteem it an e 
traordinary Work of Him, who in the Beginnin 

ſaid, Let there be Light, and there was Light. 
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II. The Manner of their Moving is a farther 
Declaration of their being ſupernatural ; for he- 
ther we ſuppoſe them a reflected Light, or a Matter 
ſhining of it ſelf, as above-mentioned, their Motion 
however muſt be an additional Wonder. 


We can make nothing of their Motion by Re- 
fection, without ſuppoſing it a ſecond-hand Reflec- 
tion by ſome Inſtrument, that borrows the Light. 
from the Sun, and fo caſt it upon our (extraordina- 
ily ſuppoſed) Matter above, by waving or ſhaking, 
s the Water, or a Looking-glaſs, being moved, 
cauſe a moving Reflection of Light. But 'tis mani- 
feſt, that the Seas under our Hemiſphere cannot be 
inſtrumental in it, becauſe the Sun cannot then 
ſhine upon them: Beſides, the Motion treated of 
is too methodical and formal to be occaſioned by 
Water, without ſome ſupernatural Motion attend- 
ng that Water ; and if any other Inſtrument be 
ſuppoſed the Means, that muſt alſo be as unac- 
countable: So then to ſuppoſe a Supernatural means 
to prove it Natural, is more unreaſonable than ta. 
eſteem it miraculous at once. 


Nor can we better account for their Motion, if 
they be of themſelves ſome ſhining Subſtance, for 
they muſt have an incredible Swiftneſs, exceeding 
ig chat of a Cannon-ball, or any other natural Thing 
it I chat we can imagine; ſeeing notwithſtanding their 
raft Diſtance, they have ſometimes, in ſome Places, 

advanced from near the Horizon to tha; Zenith in a 
few Moments : But were the Motion otherwiſe ever 
ſo reaſonable, yet the Cauſe of it muſt be quite ex- 
traordinary, | 


B 2 | Therefore 


Moment's Time, where they appeared fo, we ſhould 


Appearance of the Rainbow admits of a ſecon 


Particles of Water, producing thoſe Colours; yet 


, been 


Pl 
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III. Again, the various Colours attending theſe 
Phenomena is a third Argument of their being Su- 
pernatural ; for were the Light and Motion of theſe 
Streams to be accounted for; yet, why in one Part 
of the Hemiſphere there ſhould be a large Space of 
a light Green Colour, and at the fame Time in 
another Part it ſhould be very Red, and in othe 
Places White, like a bright Cloud, and then in : 


ſee clear Sky? I preſume no Man can ſhew a Rea 
fon for. 


That Quickneſs of Motion which has diveri 
Times appeared round about a Centre, near the 
Zenith towards the South Eaſt, of changeable Co 
lours, not much unlike the Colours of the Rainbow, 
but with a deeper Red and Purple, is very furprizing 


Now, though we take it for granted, that tha 
Cauſe, being form'd by the Sun's ſhining upon the 
that is limited to the Poſition of the Sun, and the 
Eye that beholds it, being effected by ALMiGnT\ 


Gop 0 the moderate bedewing Rains that havin 
ince the Deluge, as a viſible Mark of Hf 


merciful Covenant made with our Fathers: Bula 
theſe, without any Limitation of that Sort, appcaſÞpt 1 
now here, then there, in a Way extraordinary mm 
all Reſpects. | OF 
l | IV. Theiß 


(ti 


iv. Their great Height is a fourth Reaſon for 


n a Heir being quite Supernatural, and farther invali- 
uralWates the Objections mentioned in the foregoing 


Reaſons ; which Height J prove as follows, 


heel 1 have beheld theſe Lights, Motions, and Co- 


Su-Mours, many Times, and always obſerved the prin- 


heſeſipal Meeting-place of the Streams, or Rendezvous 


f the Motions, to be in one Place, viz. a few 
Degrees towards the South-Eaſt, from the Zenith of 
ondon ; and I have not only ſeen them ſeveral times 
om one Place, but have beheld them in Places near 
n ah Hundred Miles diſtance from each other, and 
ouldFhopgh I have at each Place carefully obſerved them, 
Rea] could not diſcern the leaſt Parallax of the ſaid 
lace of their gathering to an Head; and allowing 
or the Difference of my Stations, they appeared in 


eral Reſpedts alike in either Place. 
the 5 | 
Co From which it is plain to me, that the Height of 


he Sphere of theſe Phœnomena (if it be proper to 
bppoſe any Limits thereto) muſt be immenſe : which 
0 a proper Judge of Things belonging to the Ce- 
_ theſeſtial Globe, affords Matter of Contemplation, 
con 
| the 
Jo 

thy V. Another Thing as a fifth Reaſon that declares 
nem very extraordinary is, that their zncertamn ftir- 
having and moving doth not reſpect any known Point, 


eeding from any natural Cauſe whatſoever, 


Hikither the Pole of the Earth, or the Zenith of the, 
BufPlace of Obſervation : Had they pointed to either 


zpcaſſſok theſe, one might have had ſome Colour for an 


y infllmagination that they were Natural, though un- 


common: But as their chief Place of Action is elſe- 


[halle -- where 


hich confounds every Reaſon given for their pro- 


where, they appear to be ſignificant in a particuly 


wonderful than raiſing a dead Man to Life: An 


Ch) 


Manner: Had they met firſt in one Place, and the: 
in another, there had been more Reaſon to hay 
judged them Natural, becauſe of their Uncertainty 
But the Place of greateſt Agitation hath always bee 
the fame, without any Variation, every Time theme 
have gathered to a great Head, though ſeveral Year 
diſtant as to Time, and beheld at divers Places fa 
remote from each other; therefore, all Circumſtan 
ces relating thereto being conſider'd, they ſec 
plainly to appear to be, not only Ætherial Phano 


mena from the natural Heavens, but Signs fronfſWfd 


HEAVEN the ThRONE of Gop. | by tl 


The CONCLUSION. 


HO! the Eternal Power of the ALmicuTy igicte 
| ſet forth by the wonderful Works of thi 
Creation, fo that Day unto Day uttereth Speech, and 
Night unto Night ſheweth Knowledge ; yet the Deſign 
in thus manifeſting His Wiſdom and Power, ſeem 
to be perverted through the Darkneſs of our Reaſon 
and the Preſumption of humane Reaſonings. Fo 
the frequent and daily Demonſtrations of His PrRofÞ&ry 
VIDENCE, inſtead of producing Adoration andÞore 
Praiſe, cauſe vicious Minds to eſteem them the Efficce 
fects of natural Cauſes, and not as having a Voic: Nat 
in them which calls for Worſhip and Subjection ut 
the CREATOR. | 

What we call natural, will be found, upon 
ferious and rational Enquiry, to be an evident anc 
aſtoniſhing Miracle: For if we duly conſider ou 
Being, and how. we ſubſiſt, it will appear mort 


that 


* 


0 
Lit we ſhould at all have the Senſes of Seeing and 
Waring, is more ſurprizing than Sight reſtored to 
he Blind, or Hearing to the Deaf: But the com- 
non Events in Nature have not Force enough to 
move Man's ſenſual Stupidity; for, while he 


\earfÞeſteth therein, the noble Faculty of Reaſor: is a- ſleep, 
s falllis Views, at beſt, are but a Dream, nor can he be 
ſtanwaked by any Thing leſs than what is miraculous 


nd /per natural; which Gop in His Mercy has, 
it different Periods, exhibited to the World. But 
"fdels will not believe; they will not be awaken'd 
by thoſe Terrors of God's Spirit which affect them 
ternally, or hearken o the mild Reproofs of In- 
ſtruction, which is the Way to Life; neither will 
they be perſuaded by the Teſtimony of others who 
ave ſeen the Wonders of Gop in former Times; 
vi etermin'd at all Events to deride all pretence of 
t NMiracles, or Revelations from Goos. | 
and What is here treated of, every one that had his 
Sight, and was able to go abroad, might have ſeen; _ 
s the Appearance was very obvious, the Opportu- 
ities of beholding it frequent, and the Manner of 
t, to all that would reflect, and were unprejudiced, 
ery ſurprizing; which is demonſtrated by, the 
foregoing Reaſons to be ſupernatural, and not to be 
accounted for by any Knowledge or Inquiries into 
Nature: Therefore no leſs than miraculous Signs, 
not only to portend extraordinary Events in the 
World, but alſo to awaken and reform ſuch as are 
ſo hardy as to reject all Revelation. | | 
and Whatever may be thought of ſuch Miracles ass 
ouf Man has been inſtrumental in, or as ſome Men habe 
nor falſly pretended to; the Miracle under our preſent 
And Conſideration can be no Falacy to. deceive or impoſe. 
tha upon Mankind, being perform'd in the open Firma- 
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ment, by the Hand of Gop only, in the View, a 
for the Inſtruction, of many. 2 let the partic 
lar Signification thewar be what it will, we me 
ſafely make the foregoing Uſe of it, and admire t 
Voice' and Appearance of Gop therein, believi 
that thoſe Words of the Saviour of the World we! 
true, There ſhall be great Signs from Heaven. 

Now, ſhould we not believe ſo evident a Mirac 
which we our ſelves have ſeen, tis no wonder ſo 
ſhould disbelieve a Relation of what they have nc 
ſeen : And it we are convinced of a miraculous Sig 
let us, without Difficulty or farther Heſitation, he 
lieve the many Witneſſes of the Miracles wroug 
by our Log D JESsUs CHRIST, that, by Believing, 
may receive His Doctrine and Spirit. 

If neither by the ordinary Works of Gop, whic 
| we call Natural, nor yet by the ſupernatural Ar 
| | pearances of His Power, we will be perſuaded t 
BY think, that we ought to deny our ſelves, and to li 
"A in Subjection to Him, we cannot be faid to be ouid 
5 ed by Reaſon : And, if when we thus know Gor 
i we glority Him not as Gop, no wonder we ſhoulf 

become vain in our Imaginations, and have © 
| 


? Hearts darkned ; and while we profeſs our ſelves 
1 be Maſters of Reaſon, and wife Men, we ſhould be 
E come ſuch Fools, as to fay in our Hearts, There 
0 Gor; which poſlibly may in Time be the Cal 
? of mot of thoſe that will not ſubject their Though 
j to Gop in the Practice of Religion, but induly 
j "themſelves in the Liberty of what (by a plauſib 
Appellation) they call Free-thinking, and reducin 
* _every Thing to Reaſon and Demonſtration. 
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